


INTRODUCTION TO ISAIAH
ISAIAH 1:1

Dr. Harry Ironsides called the Book of Isaiah “The Bible in Miniature,” 
and in many ways, it is.

 66 books = 66 chapters; the first 39 chapters are the historical or Old 
Testament, the last 27 chapters are all about salvation, the Messiah, the life 
that Jesus brings, and the kingdom age.

 Isaiah was the classic prophet. The Heb. word Nabi—“prophet”—generally 
signifies to not only foretell future events, but also to pray, instruct, 
supplicate, and intercede for the people to whom he or she was sent.

 God Himself gives the key to the office of the prophet in Deut. 18:17-22.
No true prophet of God can ever be incorrect as he exercises his gift—

you must be 100% correct or die.
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A PROPHET DEFINED
 A prophet is a man who speaks to men on behalf of God the message he 

has received from God.
They were “holy men of God who spoke as they were 

moved by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:21
 Two additional Hebrew words besides Nabi are translated prophet. 

1.  Haro'eh was a person who was possessed of supernatural vision, insight, 
and foresight; he was called a “seer.”

2.  Chozeh was an authoritative messenger from God. 
Their inspiration consisted in the fullness of the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
enabling them to accomplish their work. 

Only 16 books in the Bible were written by prophets. The “office” of prophet 
died with Malachi; there are no true prophets alive today. Rev. 22:18-21
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPHETS 
1.  They were sent from God. These men claimed to be speaking from God 

and for God . . . “Thus says the Lord” meant exactly that!
2.  Their message was very often related to history; it grew out of some 

historic situation in which they lived. 
3.  God’s revelation through them was progressive, each message builds upon 

other revealed truths from God. 
4.  There were absolute predictions of the future; these predictions reveal 

God’s purposes of grace to men.
5.  There were at times conditional predictions, which directly bear upon 

men’s responsibility for a proper human response to secure fulfillment. 
6.  Prophecy includes both literal and figurative language freely intermingled.

4



CHARACTERISTICS CONTINUED
7.  All prophecy is ultimately centered in God’s love through His son Jesus Christ.
8.  We must interpret Old Testament prophecy in the light of the New Testament.
9.  The interpretation of prophecy should be in the literal and natural meaning of 

the words unless context dictates otherwise.
CLASSIFICATION OF THE PROPHETS: 

 Prophets of the Old Testament are usually grouped as writing (16) and oral 
prophets (38), like Enoch and Noah. 

Within the written classification, there are two divisions based on size 
and not on content or on quality of inspiration. 

 MAJOR WRITING PROPHETS: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 
 MINOR WRITING PROPHETS: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
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THE MAN ISAIAH HIMSELF
 The name “Isaiah” means “salvation of the Lord,” and is the key theme of 

his book . . . and is the point of the whole Bible.
 In his amazing prophetic voice, he wrote concerning five different acts of 

deliverance that God would perform.
 Isaiah was married, and his wife was called “the prophetess.”
 The names of his two sons speak of the nation’s judgment and restoration, 

two important themes in Isaiah’s prophecy.
 Isaiah was called to his ministry “in the year that King Uzziah died” (6:1), 

which was 739 B.C.
 Isaiah then ministered through the reigns of three other kings: Jotham, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah, who died in 686 B.C.
 Isaiah was a courageous man who loved God, his nation, and hated sin.

6



THE BIG PICTURE IN ISAIAH
Isaiah was skilled in communicating God’s truth in striking language and bold 
imagery that would catch the attention of a people spiritually blind and deaf.
Though Isaiah predicted the fall of Israel to Assyria (Chap. 28), which occurred 
in 722 B.C., his major focus was on Judah/Jerusalem under four kings of Israel.
 Uzziah is also called Azariah. At the age of sixteen, he became co-regent 

with his father Amaziah and was on the throne for fifty-two years (792-740).
 Jotham was co-regent after his father became a leper and was a good king.
 Ahaz forged political alliances that brought Judah into bondage to Assyria.

2 Kings 16; 2 Chron. 28 
 Hezekiah reigned forty-two years and was one of Judah’s greatest kings.

2 Kings 18-20; 2 Chron. 29-32 
 The ministry of Isaiah spans a period of over fifty years, from 739 to 686 B.C.
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A BASIC OUTLINE
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I.  Condemnation of the People, 1-39
A.  Sermons against the kingdoms of Judah and Israel, 1-12
B.  Burdens of judgment against the Gentiles, 13-23
C.  Songs about future glory, 24-27
D.  Woes of God’s judgment coming from Assyria, 28-35

II.  A Historical Interlude, 36-39
A.  Hezekiah delivered from Assyria, 36-37
B.  Hezekiah deceived by Babylon, 37-39

III.  Consolation and Comfort, 40-66
A.  God’s Greatness (40-48)—The Father vs. idols
B.  God’s Grace (49-57)—The Son, God’s Servant
C.  God’s Glory (58-66)—The Spirit and the kingdom



THE MESSIAH IN ISAIAH
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Isaiah’s “Servant Song” about Jesus (Isa. 52:13-53:12) is quoted or alluded to 
nearly forty times in the New Testament. Some other key quotations are:
 The prophet wrote about the birth of Christ. Isa. 7:14, 9:6; Matt. 1:18-25
 The ministry of John the Baptist. Isa. 40:1-6; Matt. 3:1ff
 Christ’s anointing by the Spirit. Isa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:17-19
 The nation’s rejection of their Messiah. Isa. 6:9-11; John 12:38
 Christ, the “stone of stumbling.” Isa. 8:14, 28:16; Rom. 9:32-33; 1 Peter 2:6
 Christ’s ministry to the Gentiles. Isa. 49:6; Luke 2:32; Acts 13:47
 The Savior’s suffering and death. Isa. 52:13-53:12; Acts 3:13, 8:32-33;

1 Peter 2:21-25
 His resurrection. Isa. 55:3; Acts 13:34
 His return to reign as King. Isa. 9:6-7, 11:1ff, 59:20-21, 63:1-3; Rom. 11:26-

27; Rev. 19:13-15



IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS!
As we study Isaiah and discover God’s prophetic plan for the nations of the 
world, don’t miss his emphasis on the personal message of God’s forgiveness 
for you: “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 1:18
 How can “the Holy One of Israel,” a just and righteous God, forgive our 

sins and remember them no more? “But [Messiah-Jesus] was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 
for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” 53:5

 It was on the basis of this truth that Peter declared, “all the prophets 
witness, that through His name, whoever believes in Him shall receive 
remission of sins.” Acts 10:43

ISAIAH WROTE ABOUT JESUS!
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