


LET’S REASON TOGTHER PART 1
ISAIAH 1:1-17

Our story begins with the indictment of the Nation, God’s covenant people, 
through Abraham.
 The first verse of the Book of Isaiah states that Isaiah prophesied during 

the reigns of Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah about 760 
BC.

 In the Old Testament, if you read II Chronicles 26-32, you will get the 
historic, biblical background for Isaiah's prophesies. The first five chapters 
are probably written during the time of the reign of Uzziah who was a very 
popular king, a very prosperous king over Judah.

 The Lord’s lawsuit against the nation: Israel had rejected the word of God 
and turned to every vile thing—the country was a moral mess! They had 
kicked God out of the public square. Hmm—what about America?
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KEY POINTS TO THE INDICTMENT v. 2-6
 They were rebellious children v. 2-4, who did not have as much devotion 

to God as animals do for their masters! 
 The nation was like a decrepit victim that had been beaten from head to 

foot and left to die but still thought it was fine. v. 5-6
 Notice it’s as though man isn’t listening to God at all anymore. 
 Have you ever stopped to think how dumb it is to rebel against God? To 

rebel against God is to rebel against your own good. God wants the very 
best for you.

 They had turned the GPS of God’s loving spirit completely off.
 Note to self: Don’t be a stubborn ox. In other words, even an animal has 

enough innate sense to go home. 

3



ANOTHER INDICTMENT IS THAT 
THEY HAVE BACKSLIDDEN

 They're not going forward towards God but going backwards, away from 
God. What a heavy indictment God lays upon them here.

 They were just like Belshazzar in Daniel 5—You really don’t want to 
blaspheme God, do you?

 Hoping to get their attention, God then questions the Israelites of Judah:
Are you crazy? Relent and repent.

 Here’s the nation battered, bruised, bleeding because they have turned 
their backs on God. And God has allowed the judgment, the chastisement 
to come to His children, but still they’re not learning the lesson. Still, they 
are not turning back to God.

 Some people just seem to delight in making it hard on themselves. 
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JUDAH, ARE YOU BLIND—CAN’T YOU SEE 
THE DESTRUCTION? v. 7-10

 Look around you—as a result of their sin, the land has been ravished.
 Do you remember what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah?
 But now God is talking about how the nation as a whole, not just one 

city,  has been ravaged and destroyed. It had become isolated and alone 
like a city that is under siege, but still thought they could win.

 Let me be clear—The same openness to the same sin, the parading and 
the flaunting of homosexuality that brought the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is being flaunted in Long Beach, Tel Aviv, Palm Springs and 
San Francisco. God is still not okay with it. His stance on it is exactly the 
same.

 God is still saying: Repent, stop it, turn around, flee that lifestyle. It will 
bring about the destruction of all who practice it!
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JUDAH, I AM INTERESTED IN THE 
ATTITUDE OF YOUR HEART v. 11-15

 Case in point, the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus speaks of the 
importance of right attitude over right-looking actions. Matt. 5-7

 This after his sin with Bathsheba: David declared in the 51st Psalm a prayer 
of forgiveness. Sacrifices and offerings, Lord, You're not really interested 
in, but the broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, Lord, You're not 
going to turn away.

 When we look at the evil of the church and church history, it gives the 
impression to man that he could buy the forgiveness of his sins. This was 
one of the reasons for Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” at Wittenburg.

 God says, “Hey, I’ve had it up to here with your sacrifices. 
My righteousness is not for sale.”
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JUDAH, UNTIL YOU REPENT
I AM NOT LISTENING

 But God is under no obligation to hear us—if we are not right with Him—or 
worse yet—going the exact opposite direction that he wants us to go

 The Bible plainly declares that there are prayers that God doesn't hear. 
Psalm 66:18, Isaiah 59:1-3, and here in Isaiah 1:15 !

 God does not entertain answering unrepentant, sin filled prayer—He will 
never bless our sin.

 In this first half of God’s indictment against the Nation of Israel—in the 
Time of Isaiah—God says to them—Don’t flatter me with politics and 
explanations of why you think you can do as you please.

I want you to actually repent and do what is right, 
then I will answer your prayers.
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