


LET’S REASON TOGETHER - PART 2
ISAIAH 1:18-31

The lawsuit continues, so God says, “Let’s reason together!”
But you might be saying, Hey, wait! God is sovereign. Why 

would He want to reason with me, a mere human?
 God does not just challenge us to take a blind leap of faith in our relationship 

with Him. Faith, yes, but well-reasoned faith, not blind faith.
 Biblical faith is described as having both substance and evidence. Heb. 11:1-2
 Notice the two words that describe the believer’s faith: “substance or 

assurance” and “evidence or conviction.”
 Faith is not existential. Faith is not blind. Faith is not wishful hoping.
 Faith gives us better vision—Lasik for the soul. Faith is well-reasoned. Our 

faith is an intelligent response to the evidence and substance God shows us.
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A REASON FOR OUR FAITH
 Then God makes a challenging offer to these rebellious children who have 

sunk lower than the animals, who are covered with bruises, whose hands 
are filled with blood. He said, Your scarlet sins can be made white!

 The word scarlet (Hebrew tola’ath) has as its background double-dyed: 
soaked in the dye so long, dried and soaked again until the dye has 
permeated the very fibers of the fabric and it is impossible to remove. 

 When you find the word tola’ath in Isaiah 1:18, it is sometimes translated 
“crimson,” which means deep red or scarlet. 

 In Psalm 22:6 this word appears again. An interesting thought in the term 
“worm” in verse 6. “I am a worm,” I am a tola’ath.

 Psalm 22 is clearly a Messianic Psalm—nearly all Rabbis believe this.
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A REASON JESUS IS OUR TOLA’ATH
JESUS A WORM—HOW WEIRD! ISN’T THAT SACRILEGIOUS?

 Some tola’ath entomology: scientifically called the coccus ilicis.
 This little worm was used by the ancients to make scarlet dye. 
 And when its little life was crushed and squeezed out, it bled a thick 

scarlet-colored fluid, which was diffused and used as an indelible red dye.
 When the progenitor worm of the species would be ready to give birth to a 

little baby worm, it’s body would be firmly stuck to a piece of wood. And 
there it would give birth to the baby worms and in so doing, die—stuck to 
a tree.

 The tola’ath lived just long enough to care for its little worms before they 
crawled off to do their own thing; then the worm would die alone.

Hmmm . . . kind of sounds like Jesus!
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A REASON TOLA’ATH CAN WASH THAT 
SIN STAIN OUT v. 19-26

 Come now, let us reason together. Though you are in this terrible, 
hopeless state, I’ll wash you, I’ll cleanse you, I’ll make you over again.

 But it has to be your choice, if you are willing. You’ve got a choice. 
 Come, let’s reason together. If you’re willing, if you’ll be obedient, you can 

have the best. If not, if you continue to rebel, you’re going to get cut off.
 But you have to give up the sin; you cannot have the sin and have Jesus, 

too.
 Come, let’s reason together. You must give up the false gods Mammon

(money and possessions), Molech (sexual promiscuity), and Baal (power).
 You must stop being a harlot and go back to your first love!
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A REASON: REPENTANCE AND RESTORATION 
OR DESTRUCTION v. 27-31

God’s character never changes; to be His children, there must be a washing.
 What were some of the sins that the nation needed to confess and put 

away so they could be washed? 
 Isaiah named murder (v. 21), robbery, bribery, and exploiting the helpless 

(v. 23), as well as the worship of heathen idols (v. 29).
 Because of their idolatry, the once-faithful wife was now a harlot; and 

because of their unjust practices, the pure silver had become dross. 
 Remember, the word translated reason in v. 18 means “to think about, 

decide a case in court”; but instead of pronouncing judgment, the Judge 
offered pardon!

 Let’s reason together. If we repent, Tola’ath will relent, cleanse, and heal!
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