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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 2
LUKE 1:39-55

Can you imagine this crazy news coming to your family?
 Sure, Joseph, keep telling yourself Mary didn’t sleep with 

somebody else.
 Right, Mary, the Holy Spirit came upon you—that’s a good one.

I. THE GENTLE COUNSEL MARY REQUIRED v. 39-40 
 This is a crisis of faith like some that you and I will experience: 

Is God real? Did I hear from the Lord? What do I do next? What 
will my friends think about all this faith and spiritual stuff?
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THE WORLD KEEPS ON ROLLING
Outside Mary’s home, the world went on with its customary 
commotion and noise—a donkey driver urging on his stubborn 
beasts, a boy arguing with his friend, some women laughing on 
their way to the well. 
 In a moment, Mary would have to rejoin that everyday world. 
 What she needed—right now—was a sympathetic ear; she 

was about to come under fire from the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. Deut. 22:22-24

 The home of a duly ordained priest that had just served in 
the temple would have been just about the last place Mary 
would have gone, but there, God sent her!
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II. THE CONFIRMATIONS MARY 
RECEIVED v. 41-45 

1.  There was the instant miraculous sign. 
 Mary arrived at her relative’s home and was soon talking with 

Elizabeth; and a miracle happened: “And it came to pass, that, 
when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in 
her womb. . . .” v. 41a 

2.  Then there was the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 Mary was not blessed “above” all women, as the Roman Catholic 

Church teaches, but blessed “among” women, as in one of 
womankind. v. 42

 She was carrying in her womb the promised and long-awaited 
prophetic “seed of the woman.” Gen. 3:15
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THE FIRST HYMN IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT v. 46-55

AND IT IS A CHRISTMAS SONG! Mary had a joy that compelled her to 
lift her voice in a hymn of praise . . . the Savior was coming! 
 The fullness of the Spirit should lead us to joyful praise in our lives 

(Eph. 5:18-20), and so should the fullness of the Word working in us 
(Col. 3:16-17). 

 Mary’s song contains quotations from and references to the Old 
Testament, especially the Psalms and the song of Hannah in
1 Samuel 2:1-10.

 Mary hid God’s Word in her heart and turned it into a song. 
 This song is often called “The Magnificat” because the Latin version 

of v. 46 is Magnificat anima mea Dominum.
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THE CONTENT OF MARY’S 
CHRISTMAS HYMN

FIRST, THERE WAS A PERSONAL PROCLAMATION OF 
WHAT GOD DID FOR MARY. v. 46-49
 To begin with, God had saved her (v. 47), which indicates that 

Mary was a sinner like all of us and needed to trust the Lord 
for her eternal salvation; she was not the co-redemptrix.

SECOND, THERE WAS A PRACTICAL PROCLAMATION FOR 
EVERYONE—WHAT GOD DID FOR ALL OF US. v. 50-53 
 Mary named three specific groups to whom God had been 

merciful: the helpless (v. 51), the humble (v. 52), and the 
hungry (v. 53).
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THIRD, THERE WAS A PROPHETIC PROCLAMATION OF 
WHAT GOD DID FOR THE NATION ISRAEL. v. 54-55 
 God was doing exactly what He had promised; finally, He was 

sending His own Son—the Promised Child through the lineage of 
Abraham—promised 1,900 years earlier!
 He precisely fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 9:6-7.

 God was on Israel’s side; God is STILL on Israel’s side! 
 He would remember His mercy and keep His promises. 

Psalm 98:1-3; Gen. 12:13, 17:19, 22:18, 26:4, 28:14
 The divine treaty that God had signed with Israel was 

unconditional, never to be revoked despite Israel’s constant 
apostasies. Gen. 12:1-3, 15:9-21, 17:1-27 

It makes you want to sing Christmas songs about Jesus, doesn’t it?
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