


THE FOUR BEASTS
DANIEL 7:1-8

Chapter seven begins the second part of the book and is recording Daniel’s 
flashback of events 25 years earlier than those in chapter six. 
 From this point forward, apocalyptic prophetic genre in Daniel grows and 

expands; the personal narrative of Daniel’s life dwindles. 
This chapter will end the Aramaic section.
 It is linguistically joined to what has preceded—as Aramaic is a Paleo-

Hebraic language—and logically related to what follows though now 
written in Hebrew, the post-exile language of the Jewish people.

 We now come to the real heart of the book of Daniel: The last days, the 
Messiah, the age of grace, and God’s future plan for national Israel. 

 Here Daniel introduces two very different coming princes: “The Little Horn”
and “The Son of Man.”
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OF WINDS AND BEASTS v. 1-6
The visions within this dream link back to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of dreams. 
 In A.D. 92-95, in the revelation of Jesus Christ to the apostle John on the 

island of Patmos, the Holy Spirit would provide additional details of this 
vision and dream of the end times. 

What are the Four Winds of Heaven? 
 Many commentators identify these “contrary winds” as the “powers of the 

air” or “spiritual forces of evil,” of which the apostle Paul wrote in 
Ephesians 6:12. 

 In Revelation 7:1 and Jeremiah 49:36, the four winds of the earth can be 
taken as representing the sovereign scattering or destructive forces of 
either God Himself, or evil winds which God uses for His purposes. Other 
verses with this concept: Zech. 2:6; Matt. 24:31; Mark 13:27; Eze. 37:9
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WHAT IS THE GREAT SEA?
 It is true the Mediterranean is normally called the Great Sea. Num. 34:6
 Geographically, much of Bible prophecy is centered around Palestine, 

which sits on the banks of the Mediterranean Sea.
 But unlike the Greek and Roman empires of New Testament times, the 

Babylonian and Medo-Persian empires were not situated on the shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea. We need to think on this problem!

 According to ancient Babylonian mythology, the Great Sea is the 
circumambient ocean. It goes all around and underneath the earth and 
is the antithesis of heaven . . . it is the Great Sea of Humanity. Isaiah 
17:12-13; Revelation 17:15-16, 21:1 

 In Revelation 21:1, the sea (the world of humanity) that the Devil ruled 
as prince (John 14:30, 16:11; Ephesians 2:2) is no more!
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WHAT ARE THE FOUR BEASTS? 
In succession, each pictures the empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 
and Rome—the same as the statue on the plains of dura in Chapter 2. 
 Each of the four winds of heaven sequentially produces an empire by 

churning up the sea of humanity to new evils. 
 From the human perspective, each empire will arise because of war and 

conquest, appearing to have dominion and power in and of themselves. 
 In reality, each exists only by the power and authority of heaven—and 

only until God is done using them for His purposes. 
 A sovereign God in heaven alone raises up kings and kingdoms, and He 

alone assigns times and seasons to them; and when He is finished, so is 
that kingdom. The great superpower is God!
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FOUR BEASTS RISING OUT OF 
THE SEA OF HUMANITY

1. THE FIRST BEAST: BABYLON. The lion-eagle, or winged lion, represents the 
Babylonian Empire. It is composed of the noblest of beasts and the noblest 
of birds, just as this empire was symbolized by gold, the noblest of metals, 
in the dream of dreams. 

2. THE SECOND BEAST: MEDO-PERSIA. This followed the Babylonian Empire. 
It was like a huge lumbering bear with its enormous movements of troops. 
Xerxes utilized two and a half million fighting men against Greece.

3. THE THIRD BEAST: GREECE. Alexander the Great conquered the world with 
a speed and swiftness characteristic of a leopard. Alexander’s conquest 
was twice as swift as Nebuchadnezzar’s. In ten years, Alexander conquered 
the world; his military was the opposite of the lumbering and devouring 
army of Medo-Persia.
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VISION OF THE FOURTH BEAST v. 7-8
 Nothing in the animal kingdom remotely compares to the fourth beast—it 

is perverse and vicious. 
 The apostle John described this beast as a hybrid of the first three beasts. 
 The beast I saw resembled a leopard but had feet like those of a bear and a 

mouth like that of a lion. 
 The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne, and great authority. 

Revelation 13:2
 The Roman Empire followed the Greek Empire. Rome boasted that it did 

not destroy the cultures of the nations it conquered but incorporated them 
into itself, which is symbolized by “it crushed and devoured its victims.” 

 The great iron teeth correspond to the legs of iron on the image in the 
dream of dreams. Daniel 2:33, 40-43
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THE TEN HORNS OF THE FOURTH BEAST
 Prophetically, the time of the fourth beast is not completed, it is still yet 

future—but not by much. 
 The ten horns are the same as the ten toes of Daniel 2:41 and ten horns 

of Revelation 13:1.
Biblically, horns are emblems of power, dominion, glory, and fierceness, just 
as they are the chief means of attack and defense for the animals endowed 
with them.
 Horns are symbolic of kings and their kingdoms in Scripture. 
 The unholy trinity that directs this beast will be judged by God. Isaiah 27:1
 There is no period in history that comes close to fitting Daniel’s vision of 

the ten horns . . . it remains future to this day.
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THE RISE OF THE E.U.
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Today, the European Union is united under 
The TREATY OF ROME, originally signed on 
March 25, 1957; today there are 28 nations 
actually in the E.U.

THE RISE OF EUROPE AND THE NEW 
ROMAN EMPIRE IN OUR GENERATION

However, despite those who insist on 
allegorizing prophecy, I see a super state 
called the European Union forming in Europe 
to set the stage for the fulfillment of Daniel’s 
and Revelation prophecies.
At the exact same time, Israel has become a 
nation again to fulfill her end-time prophetic 
role, and many say this is meaningless as well.



THE NEW HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
 The groundwork for the new Holy Roman or Revived Roman Empire is 

being put in place by both European political and Roman Catholic 
religious figures in a merger of State and State Religion.

 I believe it will not be called a Holy Roman Empire until after Europe has 
a war against the forces of fundamental Islam, aided by Russia in what 
will be perceived as a divine intervention. Ezekiel 38 and 39

 A prophetic picture of this merger is given in Revelation Chapter 17,
where the Woman (the harlot world church—the denomination of the 
antichrist) rides the Beast (the revived Roman Empire—the EU and its 
ten horns or rulers). Hmmm, that two-euro coin looks oddly familiar.

 It is possible that the foundation for the ten kings is being laid in the 
European Union today. Next time, their leader—the little horn.
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