


THE SON OF MAN
DANIEL 7:13-28

Who is the one like a son of man? 
 Eighty-one times Jesus referred to Himself as “the Son of Man” in the Gospels. 

Three titles associated with Christ’s sonship appear in the Gospels: 
1. Son of David, which points to His earthly throne 
2. Son of God, which points to His eternity 
3. Son of Man, which points to His relationship to the human race 

Through the Son of Man’s incarnation, the second person of the Trinity, Jesus, 
also fulfilled the threefold role of the kinsman-redeemer. 
 First, the kinsman-redeemer redeemed the land, which his brother had wasted 

away. Lev. 25:25 
 Second, he redeemed his brother from his voluntary slavery. Lev. 25:48
 Third, he became the avenger of the blood of his brother, who was wrongly 

slain. Num. 35:27 2



JESUS CALLED HIMSELF THE SON OF MAN
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It is very clear that Jesus took this title from Daniel 7:13 and applied it to Himself
in the Olivet Discourse, His commentary on the last days.
 At that time, the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the 

nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. Matt. 24:30 

 In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven. Matt. 26:64 

 At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory. Mark 13:26 

He is a true man as well as true God—100% man and 100% God, the Hypostatic 
Union.
Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Matt. 
28:18. He is the King of Heaven and Earth, Lord of Lords.



THE SON OF MAN IS GOD
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There are four proofs here that the one identified as “a Son of Man” is deity:
1. He was given what God will never give away to any normal man—authority, 

glory and sovereign power. 
2. He is worshipped. Only God is to be worshipped. 
3. He is given an everlasting kingdom—only God’s kingdom is everlasting. 
4. He is like a son of man—only through incarnation can “one be like a son of 

man” and not actually be so. 
 Compare John’s vision of “someone like a son of man” in Rev. 1:12-18 with the 

Ancient of Days here in Daniel 7. 
 Keep in mind that “the Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 

representation of his being.” Heb. 1:3
 Both the Ancient of Days and the Son of Man are seen as separate persons by 

the same prophet, at the same time and place, so there must be at least two 
persons in the Godhead. 



THE VISIONS AND DREAM INTERPRETED v. 15-28
Five kingdoms appeared in Daniel’s night vision: Babylonian, Medo-
Persian, Grecian, Roman, and Christ’s. v. 2-14 
 Since there are only four kingdoms of the earth until Christ’s kingdom, 

the implication is that the Roman Empire will be revived in the end 
times. 

 This explains the meaning of “the beast, which you saw, once was, 
now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his 
destruction.” (Rev. 17:8) linking Daniel 7:8, 23-25 and Rev. 17:8-14.

 Daniel’s interest was focused on the fourth beast, its ten horns and the 
boastful little horn that became more imposing than the other horns. 

 This passage is speaking of the Tribulation. Daniel’s 70th week we will 
get to in Chapter 9 and the final 7 years of mankind’s rebellion against 
God. Rev. 7-19; Zech. 18
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MANKIND’S FINAL REBELLION AGAINST GOD
The fourth beast and its leader the antichrist “will be different from all the other 
kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it and crushing it.”
 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. “After them 

another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three 
kings.”

 He will speak against the Most High, oppress His saints, and try to change the 
set times and the laws. 

 The saints: Those saved during the tribulation—including all Israel. Many, if not 
most, will be handed over to him for “a time, times and half a time” (3 ½ years).

 Daniel’s prophecy has four descriptive titles for the one who wages war against 
the saints. The condensed titles are the Little Horn, the Stern-faced King, the 
Coming Prince, and the Willful King, also known as the Antichrist.

 This ruler, the Antichrist, will make war with all who obey God. Rev. 12 
 Daniel 7:24-27 covers the entire Tribulation Period of Revelvation 6:1-20:3.
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APPLICATIONS OF DANIEL 7
 The judgment of the Antichrist is unavoidable. “The court will sit, 

and his power will be taken away and destroyed completely 
forever.” 

 The enthronement of the Son of Man as King forever is reflected in 
this chapter, as well as in Genesis 1:28, Psalms 2 and 8.

 How are you affected when you ponder the awesomeness of the 
Ancient of Days and God’s plans for the future? Check out 
Revelation 19:11-16 

 When Jesus returns—at what we call the Second Coming—it will be 
as the rightful deed holder to the earth and the conquering King of 
Heaven and earth to fight the final and fateful battle we call 
Armageddon. Rev. 19:12-13

ARE YOU READY TO MEET THE KING?


