
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM
MICAH 5:1-5



THE LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
 It was this prophecy that the priests shared with the magi

who came to Jerusalem looking for the King. Matt. 2:1-12
 Ruth and Naomi came to Bethlehem, and there Boaz fell in 

love with Ruth and married her. Ruth is an ancestress of the 
Messiah. Matt. 1:3

 Of course, King David was Bethlehem’s greatest son; and it 
was through David’s family that the promised Messiah would 
be born. 2 Sam. 7; Matt. 1:1; Luke 1:26-27; Rom. 1:3

 The Jews knew that their Messiah would come from 
Bethlehem. John 7:42
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PROPHETICALLY, MICAH REVEALS SEVERAL 
IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT THE MESSIAH 

1.  He would come in humility not majesty—“You are little 
among the thousands of Judah.”

2.  He would be Israel’s true King, “The One to be Ruler in Israel.”
3.  He is eternal God for His “goings out are from old . . .  from 

days of eternity.”
4.  There would be a time when Israel would be given over, and 

the Church would be the focus of the Age of Grace.
5.  There would be a time when a remnant of Israel would return 

and be saved.
6.  He would be the Prince of peace.

3



THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD FIRST 
SHINED IN BETHLEHEM

 The Light of the world/the Prince of peace/Jesus illuminates 
God’s truth in our lives and allows us to reflect His marvelous 
light.

 A New Light began to shine in our Dark World.
Matt. 5:14-16; John 3:19-21; 1 John 1:7; John 1:14

 The arrival of IMMANUEL (God with His people) is the most 
holy and yet most humble event in human history.

 The Christmas story is grounded in worship and praise; Mary, 
Simeon, the shepherds, the angels, the magi, even the stars of 
heaven all singing their hearts out to the King.
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HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND 
TO THE LIGHT? 

When they saw the star they were overjoyed, when they saw the 
baby Jesus—THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD—they bowed down and 
worshipped Him. Matthew 2:1-2, 10-11a 
 We should also respond with our worship. 
 We should also respond with our praise. 
 We should also respond with our adoration. 
 We should have humble hearts bowed before our King.

As we light our candles, we join the shepherds and magi, the 
disciples, the whole Church in sharing the Light of the world with 
those around us.
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WHAT A HOLY NIGHT INDEED
 On that holy night, a baby was born who was God Himself, 

who would grow up to be the Messiah, our Lord and Savior. 
 On that holy night, God gave us His greatest gift: salvation; 

all we have to do is accept that gift and believe. 
 Thanks be to God for His glorious Christmas gift to us—His 

only Son—given to us on that not-so-silent but definitely 
holy night! 

Merry and blessed Christmas, 
may Jesus be the center in every one of our homes.
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