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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 3
LUKE 1:56-80

Elizabeth and Mary were now experiencing a new normal: they 
were each living their own miracle!
1. MARY DEPARTS FOR HER HOME. v. 56 
 Mary stayed in Elizabeth’s home right up to the time for her very 

aged cousin’s child to be born. 
 From there one miracle would lead to another: the birth of 

Immanuel/Jesus—the Savior.
 Then she resolutely, and probably reluctantly, went back home. 
 It was time to tell her family and Joseph.

2



2. THE FIRST MIRACLE BIRTH: JOHN 
v. 57-66 

 The Bible plainly says that Jews looked on children as a gift 
from God and a “heritage from the Lord” (Psalm 127:3-5 
and 128:1-3), and rightly so, for they are. 

 No Jewish family would follow the practices of their pagan 
neighbors by aborting or abandoning their children. 

 John—Jahhn—is a Greek form of the Hebrew name 
meaning, “Yahweh has been gracious.”

From birth, John the Baptist is a forerunner of 
the grace of God!

3



FROM TONGUE-TIED TO TALKATIVE
 The consensus was that the child should be called Zacharias 

after his father (v. 58-59), but Elizabeth disputed the decision.
 Although he could not speak, he could still write so Zacharias 

wrote, “His name is John” (v. 62-63). God said it, I believe it, 
that settles it!

 “Immediately,” Luke says (v. 64), using one of his medical 
words, Parachroma, which means visibly, instantly changed in 
color, like a bruise vanishing before your eyes.

 The old priest’s last words had been ones of doubt and 
unbelief; his first words now were ones of delight and faith.
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GREAT NEWS
Previously, Zacharias had wanted a sign, now he wanted to sing. 
 God had broken His long silence! 400 years without a prophet 

on the earth had come to an end—Malachi to Matthew!
 Suddenly filled with the Spirit, this obscure priest took his place 

among the prophets. 
 Elizabeth gave birth to the MESSENGER; Mary would soon give 

birth to the MESSIAH.
 The name Immanuel would come to mind: “God with us,” just 

as Isa. 7:14 said. “He visited His people.” v. 68
 At last, God was coming to visit His people and coming as a 

redeemer and a ruler.
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THE COMING REDEEMER
He came from the house of David (v. 69), who himself was a great 
conqueror. 
 God had promised that the Savior would be a Jew. Gen. 12:1-3
 From the tribe of Judah. Gen. 49:10 
 From the family of David. 2 Sam. 7:12-16 
 Born in David’s city, Bethlehem. Micah 5:2 
 Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. 
 The Messiah would be the King of kings!
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WONDERFUL WORDS v. 70-80
1.  Some words about the Jewish people. v. 70-75 

 First, he had a word to say about Scripture.
 Then Zacharias had something to say about Service.
 Then he had something to say about Sanctification.

2.  Words about John himself. v. 76-79 
3.  Words about the strength and spirit of John. v. 80 

God, thank You for the miracle of the voice in the wilderness: 
John, who made known the coming King—our Savior Jesus, 

the King of kings, our Immanuel.
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