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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 4
LUKE 2:1-20

The coming of Jesus/the birth of the King—a bit of additional info you can 
add to our Christmas in Bethlehem!

Notice the three responses of the world in those days . . .
(1) THE POWERS OF THIS WORLD LUKE 2:1-7 
 Jesus was born at a time of political intrigue amid a world movement 

of international proportions—Roman rule. 
 One word from a pagan emperor in Rome and throughout his vast 

domain, people of every socio-economic background began to move in 
whatever direction he decided. 

 Caesar Augustus had called for the collection of a new tax.
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JOSEPH AND MARY BEGIN THE JOURNEY
 The tax that Caesar Augustus imposed required that every person 

go to the city where he was born to be registered. 
 Joseph and Mary, married now, and the Babe who was soon to be 

born, had to return to Bethlehem, the ancestral home of David, 
Israel’s greatest king. Micah 5:1-5

 The 75-90-mile journey—depending on which roads you took—at 
the very least 4-5 days from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

 The Tale of the Innkeeper took place there!
 So, in a rough cold cave adjacent to an ancient inn, the Son of 

God (Isa. 9:6)/Immanuel (God with us) (Isa. 7:14)/Son of Man 
(Daniel 7:13) entered into human life.
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(2) THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD v. 8-14
 The barn of the old innkeeper is now contrasted with the 

enthusiasm of the heavenly herald and his accompanying hosts. 
 Suddenly, the field was ablaze with heavenly light. v. 9 
 Luke describes the light as “the glory of the Lord,” which suggests 

that they were bathed in the Shekinah glory—the light of 
another world—not just moonlight or starlight; the light that 
heralded the divine presence. Exod. 24:16; 1 Kings 8:10 

 Who would expect the newborn son of a king to be wrapped in 
bandages and laid to rest in a feed trough?

 The peace that the Christ Child came to give was real peace, 
eternal peace, peace with God. Rom. 5:1-2
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(3) THE PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD v. 15-20
Then, abruptly, it was all over. 
 The anthem ceased, the angels vanished, the stars gleamed 

brightly in the cold night sky. “Let us go to Bethlehem!” the 
shepherds said.

 And leaving their flocks to fend for themselves, they made a 
beeline for Bethlehem. “They came with haste.” v. 16 

 This was “the first Christmas rush,” but it was certainly different 
from the Christmas rushes we see today! 

 The shepherds found Him! They were seeking Him and they 
found Him. Matt. 7:7-8
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THE WHOLE WORLD BEGAN TO 
MOVE THAT NIGHT

Shepherds took the place of the angels!
 The last we see of them, they were “glorifying and praising 

God for all the things that they had heard and seen.”
Luke 2:20 

 They were the first evangelists of the gospel age. 
The birth of Jesus always brings a reaction; the question is 
what kind??
 His birth drew Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. v. 1-7
 His birth drew the angels from heaven. v. 8-14
 His birth drew the shepherds from the fields. v. 15-20
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