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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 5
LUKE 2:21-52

The Early life of Jesus: First, Jesus the Baby
The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple v. 21-24
 Interesting, the Lord's first recorded human experience after his birth 

on this planet was one of pain. He identified with all humanity in 
general and Israel specifically through circumcision.

 On this same occasion, Jesus was given His human name. “Jesus” was 
God's own choice of a name for the Child. Matt. 1:18-21; Luke 1:31

 JESUS CHRIST: Jesus, Greek for of Joshua, with Christ (Christos) a 
combined title meaning, “Yahweh is salvation” and “the anointed one” 
or “Messiah.”
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WHY DID MARY TAKE JESUS TO THE TEMPLE?
The Mosaic Law required many duties and ceremonies in 
connection with the birth of a child. 
 The firstborn child had to be redeemed at the price of five sanctuary 

shekels. Num. 18:16 
 The earliest date for this particular function was thirty-one days after 

birth. Luke, a gentile, coincidentally refers to the Law five times in 
telling this part of his story (v. 22-24, 27, 39). Why?

 Luke’s intent was to make clear that Jesus was born under the Law—but 
not a sinner, but rather sinless. 

 Jesus the Lord did not need to be redeemed—but Mary did! 
 Thus, Mary took her place as one who was ceremonially unclean and in 

need of cleansing by the shed blood of a substitute.
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PROCLAMATIONS ABOUT 
JESUS IN THE TEMPLE v. 25-38 

I. The Words of the Prophet Simeon v. 25-35
 Our attention is drawn to a man named Simeon, a godly man who 

was waiting for “the consolation of Israel.” Luke 2:25
 The Old Testament Jews revered the Scriptures. Nevertheless, the 

Old Testament was full of unattainable precepts, unfulfilled 
promises, and unexplained procedures. 

 Jesus Christ, the Messiah, was the answer to Simeon's incomplete 
Bible. 

 Wait until this babe became a man! A truth from Isaiah 42:6 
flashed into Simeon's mind—it’s Him, the light to the Gentiles.
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II. The Words of the Prophetess Anna v. 36-38 
 Anna seems to have been married in her teens, as was common 

enough in those days and in those lands. 
 Then came seven years of marriage and early widowhood. At that 

point, she gave herself over to God. 
 She would live for Him and wait for His Son from heaven. This she 

did for the next eighty-four years.
 Then she took up her post in the temple court and bore witness 

to all who would listen to the Good News—the Messiah had 
come!  v. 38
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JESUS THE YOUNG BOY v. 39-52 
 First, we see where He lived

1. The Place v. 39
2. The Plan v. 40 

 Then, we see what Jesus loved v. 41-50 
1. His Father’s Building v. 41-47
2. His Father’s Business v. 48-50
3. What He Learned v. 51-52 

 One and all liked Him, and some people loved Him. 
 Luke leaves it at that. That, my friends, is what we “know” 

about the baby and the boy Jesus. 
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