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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 6
LUKE 3:1-22

1. JOHN SUDDENLY ARRIVES ON THE SCENE v. 1-6 
The “silent years” were nearly over; the 400 years from Malachi to 
Matthew, God had not had a voice on this earth.
 Now God was about to audibly speak again, first through a 

prophet and then through His Son.
 Because this fact was so important, Luke carefully dates the 

event by using the lives of very well-known people historically, 
through the likes of Eusebius the Roman historian. 

 God uses an emperor, a governor, three tetrarchs, and two high 
priests—all to introduce John the Baptist.
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2. THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST?
 One word summarized all that he said: Repent!
 Prince or pauper, priest or publican, soldier or scribe, Pharisee or 

Sadducee, harlot or housewife, rabbi or robber, rich or poor, bond 
or free, Judean or Galilean—the message was the same: “Repent!” 

 His ministry had long since been foretold prophetically. 
Isa. 40:3; Mal. 3:1

 REPENT—(Heb. nicham) means to fully understand and agree with 
God’s assessment, the way you were going was wrong; being 
completely sorry for that action; to pity your foolishness and seek 
mercy; change your mind about what you were doing and then 
turn around and STOP DOING IT!
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3. JOHN’S AMAZING APPEAL v. 7-18
John was holding the world’s first Crusade with a one-word 
message: Repent. And you thought I was tough on sin at times. 
 What a spectacle this must have been in a generally pretty 

boring world . . . no TV, no internet, livestream; without Phil 
Wickham or a stadium. What was this all about?
A.  To begin with, there were those who came to his crusade. 

v. 7-9
B.  The people were convicted at his crusade. v. 10-14
C.  Some people were confused by his crusade. v. 15-18 

The only powerful thing on display was the Holy Spirit’s power!
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4. THE COST OF SPEAKING 
THE TRUTH v. 19-20 

 Sooner or later, John’s preaching would make him dangerous 
enemies. Calling sin “sin” is always dangerous.

 He had already denounced the wickedness of the religious rulers 
of Israel; now he incurred the wrath of Herod Antipas. 

 Luke does not go into the sordid details or the complications that 
Antipas faced when he divorced his wife, the daughter of Aretas, 
king of Petra, the capital city of the Nabateans. 

 The moment you choose to agree with God’s position and speak 
against sin, and for righteousness, you will place yourself in the 
crosshairs of culture, and the cost is often high.
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5. JOHN THE BAPTIST’S TESTIMONY v. 21-22 
 Luke pauses and backs up to record what must have been the 

greatest moment of John’s life, something that the preacher 
recalled many times. 

 It was not the day he denounced Herod Antipas for stealing 
his brother’s wife, a daring deed that earned him the undying 
hatred of Herodias and, ultimately, cost him his life. 

 What was the Mt. Everest of his ministry? It was the day he 
baptized Jesus; and heaven said amen!

What an amazing guy! 
You will get to meet him when you get to heaven.
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