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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 7
LUKE 3:23-38

We begin an additional thought from our last study about the ministry 
of John the Baptist, as he actually baptized Jesus.
 There is an very important aspect to the baptism of Jesus that is 

recorded in Matthew’s gospel; notice the workings of the Father and 
the Spirit. Matt. 3:13-15 

Why then was the sinless Son of God baptized? Certainly not for 
salvation, right? So what in the world was this baptism all about?
 To begin with, in His baptism He identified with the sinners that He 

came to save. 
 Also, His baptism was marking the official start of His ministry.     

Acts 1:21-22; 10:37-38
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THE BEGINNING OF JESUS’ MINISTRY
Here we find Jesus was, “about thirty years of age.” Luke 3:23 
 The Jewish Levites began their work at age thirty. See Num. 4:3-35.
 The Lord’s words tell us the main reason for His baptism: “For in this 

way it is fitting for Us to fulfill all righteousness.” Matt. 3:15 
 In what way did Jesus fulfill all righteousness? 
 Through His birth, death, burial, and resurrection (baptism)
Our Lord’s baptism in the Jordan was a pattern and 

picture of His work of redemption at the cross. Matt. 20:22; Luke 12:50 
A baptism of suffering leading to new life for us!
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WHAT ABOUT “US”?
The “Us” in the companion verse in Matthew 3:15 does not mean John 
and Jesus. 

It means the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
When Jesus came up from the water, the Father spoke from Heaven 

and identified Him as the “beloved Son of God,” and the Spirit visibly 
came upon Jesus in the form of a dove. His flesh was just like yours and 
mine—subject to pain and death.

 Those who deny the Trinity have a difficult, if not impossible, time 
explaining this event.

 This is the first of three recorded occasions when the Father spoke 
from Heaven about Jesus the Son. 

 Jesus was not acting alone at His Baptism—He was fulfilling exactly 
what the Father had planned and the Holy Spirit had empowered.
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THE ANCESTRY OF JESUS v. 23-38
Okay, so what is the deal with the genealogies in Matthew and Luke not 
being exactly  the same? Isn’t that a very clear contradiction?
 This question is easily answered when you simply remember who is 

writing this—God the Holy Spirit, and He uses a Jewish tax 
collector/accountant and a Gentile medical doctor.

They would have very different concerns:
Matthew's design was to link onto the lists of names in Chronicles, the 

last book in the Jewish Bible, and thereby establish the claim of Jesus 
to the throne of David. 

Matthew’s genealogy begins with Abraham and moves forward to 
Jesus. Matt. 1:1-17

 Luke’s begins with Jesus and moves backward to Adam.
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THE DETAILS THAT MATTER
Jesus was the long-awaited “seed of the woman,” the first prophecy of 
Scripture. Gen. 3:14-15
When Joseph married Mary, the regal line through Solomon and the 

natural line through Nathan were united. 
 Throughout the history of the kings of Judah, we see Satan seeking to 

corrupt and destroy the royal seed. 
Satan seduced Solomon into hundreds of pagan marriages and turned 
him into an idolatrous and foolish old man. 
His oppressions eventually brought about a massive revolt by the ten 

northern tribes against the Davidic throne. 
But Satan was completely foiled by God’s Plan. 
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THE THREE STAGES
So what we have here is a wonderful summary—Luke's ancestry of the 
Lord Jesus reaches back in three stages. 
1. There was the royal line of the Kings. v. 24-31
2. There was the religious line of the priesthood. v. 32-34a
3. Finally, there is the racial line of the Israelites. v. 34b-38 
The bell keeps tolling: Methuselah, Enoch, Abel, Cain, Adam—and God 
calls a halt. Adam—He calls him “the son of God.” v. 38 

God wanted us to be able to identify Jesus’ family and want to be a 
part of it for eternity. That is what the cross is really all about—

the Last Adam dying for our sin.
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Communion: The Bread of Life, the Cup, the Cross, the Crown


