


GABRIEL’S INTERPRETATION
DANIEL 8:15-27

Are you confused? Why is Gabriel on the scene? 
Don’t feel bad . . . you are not alone.

 Know from our last study that this vision had a partial fulfillment in the 
following several hundred years: The Medes and Persians/Cyrus; then 
through the Greeks/Alexander the Great and His four generals; and then the 
Seleucid ruler/Antiochus IV Epiphanes.

 But is that all God was trying to communicate? Well, not really; if so, this 
passage is meaningless. I believe there is yet a future fulfillment.

 Gabriel began the interpretation by declaring that the vision pertained to 
“the time of the end,” “the appointed time,” and “the time of indignation or 
wrath (same Heb. word).” 

This passage moves to the Age of Grace and then all the way to the end of it!
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THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES ARE FIXED!
 Gentile domination and mistreatment of the Jewish people began with 

the northern kingdom of Israel being dispersed by Assyria. 
 It continued with the southern kingdom of Judah being exiled to 

Babylon, and then Media Persia, then Greece, then Rome, then the 
diaspora of the Jewish people into the Gentiles of the whole world.

 This general mistreatment of the Jewish people will continue until the 
Second Coming of Christ. 

 Yet, the times announced by Gabriel point to “the time of the end,” or 
“the times of the Gentiles,” which Jesus calls in the Olivet discourse 
“the time of punishment” (Luke 21:20-24). THE VERY END of the Age of 
Grace.
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THE TWO “LITTLE HORNS” 
 The first one, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, was therefore simply a type of the 

coming final Antichrist. 
 Antiochus is a very good type of the Antichrist, prefiguring and 

previewing what the real beast of Revelation 13 will be!
 The Antichrist will be empowered by Satan. “The dragon gave the beast 

his power and his throne and great authority.” Revelation 13:2
 This ruler will arrive upon the scene riding a white horse (mimicking 

Jesus); he will have a bow in his hand, but no arrow. He will present 
himself as the prince of peace. Revelation 6:1-2

 He will announce himself as the savior of the world, and God will assist 
him by hardening man’s already hard hearts. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11
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MANKIND’S FINAL HOURS OF GODLESSNESS
The second part of Gabriel’s prediction applies only to the Antichrist. 
 When the world feels secure, the Antichrist will show exactly who he is and 

will destroy many; and take his stand against the Prince of princes. 
 Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. 

This prediction cannot possibly apply to Antiochus IV. 
 It is the Antichrist who “will take his stand against the Prince of princes.” 
 The Prince of princes is Christ Jesus. 
 Christ will destroy the Antichrist by His divine power as predicted; the Seed 

of the Woman will crush the serpent’s head. Genesis 3:15
 Let’s make some educated guesses at the fulfillment of this prediction but 

remember we should not take them too seriously.
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SOME BIBLICALLY INFORMED POSSIBILITIES
 The 2,300 days might refer to the time it will take to build or re-consecrate the 

Temple after the Campaign of Gog and Magog. Ezekiel 40:1-44:31
 If evenings and mornings each represent Jewish sacrifices instead of days, the 

2,300 equals 1,150 days (3 years, 2 months and 10 days based on the 360-day 
prophetic year). Thus, the image of the beast might stand on the wing of the 
Temple for that amount of time. On the 1,150th day from its erection, “the 
abomination of desolation” will come down. 

 On the other hand, this image might be destroyed by the end time earthquake 
that causes the cities of the nations to collapse. Rev. 16:18

 When the Jews see the abomination of desolation spoken of through the prophet 
Daniel, they are told to flee into the mountains. Matthew 24:16-21

 They will flee for the whole 1,260 days according to Revelation 12:6-14.
 Conclusion: We do not know the exact date or timing of these events—nor can 

we. Matt. 24:29-39
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DANIEL’S REACTION
 The vision of chapter seven deeply troubled Daniel and his face turned 

pale, but THIS vision had a greater affect on him. 
There are two ways to take “it was beyond understanding”:
1) Certain aspects of the vision were beyond understanding. 
2) God’s future wrath upon His people was beyond understanding. There 

is always a sense of awe and mystery in the ways of God. 
 The Antichrist will be more profane and brutal than Antiochus ever was. 
 If the Antichrist is alive today, he is unrecognizable. 
 If Daniel could not fully understand it even with angelic help . . . be 

careful. Only God knows when the Antichrist will rise; we just know we 
are way closer!
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WHEN GOD SAYS IT’S OVER, IT IS OVER! 
 Since God has outlined history so graphically, He wants us to be alert, ready, 

and waiting for the coming of Christ. 
End Times ALERT!!! According to your Bible and what we do actually know, 
the next upcoming event on God’s prophetic calendar is either:
1.  The invasion of Israel as predicted in Ezekiel 38-39.
2.  The Rapture of the Church. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

 You would not have wanted to be around for the reign of Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes and you sure do not want to be here for the reign of the 
Antichrist.

 THE GOSPEL is as simple as A B C . . . ADMIT you are a sinner; BELIEVE on 
Jesus Christ; and CONFESS Jesus as Lord. Do that and there is not a reason 
to fret the Antichrist, or anything else for that matter!
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