


DANIEL’S PRAYER – PART 1
DANIEL 9:1-16

Sixty-six years have passed since Daniel had first been exiled with the rest of 
the Jewish people; there are 4 years left in captivity.
 The prophet is now about eighty years old in 539 B.C. 
The purpose of chapter 9 is to elaborate on the prophetic predictions of 
chapters 7 and 8; the images, dreams, visions, beasts, the ram, the goat, the 
little horn—all are ultimately in reference to the Jewish people.
 Here God will reveal His timetable for His future dealings with Israel. 
 There is no symbolic imagery in this chapter.
 This chapter is a significant part of the framework or skeleton upon which 

all prophecy is built or fleshed out during the “times of the Gentiles”—
the Age of Grace.
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THE PROMPTING OF THE PRAYER
The liberation of the exiled Jews was next on God’s calendar, but when? 
 Jeremiah 25:1-14 predicted that the desolation and exile would last 

seventy years. The prophet had sent a letter (Jeremiah 29:1-14) to the 
exiles with seven instructions for living in Babylon, telling them: 

1.  To build houses and settle down.
2.  To plant gardens and eat what they produce.
3.  To marry and have families, increase in numbers.
4.  To seek the peace and prosperity of Babylon.
5.  To pray to Yahweh for Babylon so they would prosper.
6.  To not be deceived by the prophets and diviners among them.
7.  To wait for the completion of the seventy years.

 The time was fast approaching!
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THE POWER OF THE PROPHETIC WORD
Daniel recognized the writings of Jeremiah as being inspired by God, long 
before they would become part of the Hebrew canon. 
 Daniel does not mention Cyrus even though he knew all about him, for 

Yahweh had revealed his name through the prophet Isaiah (chapters 44, 
45) in the seventh century B.C. 

There are two significant hermeneutical lessons—lessons of interpretation—
about prophecy here. 
 First, Daniel believed in the literal fulfillment of prophecy. Should we not 

also as modern interpreters of God’s Word? 
 Second, the closer the fulfillment of prophetic events become, the more 

the student of the Bible is able to discern the times and seasons.
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BUILDING AN EFFECTIVE PRAYER LIFE
The understanding of Scripture and prayer go hand in hand. 
 God’s will must be the focus of our prayer life; we are to submit ourselves 

to God’s plans, not vice versa. 
 Jesus taught a model of prayer to His disciples on how to pray. According to 

His teaching, our attitude should be that of subordinate (child, subject) to 
superior (parent, sovereign), desiring only the superior’s will—God’s will. 

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:9-10; cf. Luke 11:2
 Prayer can be described by the acronym A.C.T.S: Adoration, Confession, 

Thanks, Supplication.
This is how we should ACT in prayer! 

Notice the Asking is after the Worship, Confession, and Thanking.
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THE PARTICULARS OF DANIEL’S PRAYER v. 4-15
This prayer should be studied in light of 2 Chronicles 7:14.
 In 2 Chronicles 7:14 and Daniel 9:4-19, two sides to prayer are present—

man’s part and God’s part.
• Here is Man’s Part:

1. RECOGNIZE OUR COVENANTAL RELATIONSHIP. v. 9:4b 
2. GO TO GOD WITH A CONTRITE HEART. v. 9:3 
3. CONSULT GOD FOR HIS WILL. v. 9:4a 
4. CONFESSION OF SIN. v. 9:4c-16 
5. REPENT, CHANGE YOUR WAYS. v. 9:11 

• Here is God’s Part:
1. COMMUNICATION AND CONNECTION. v. 9:17-18a 
2. COMPASSIONATE RESPONSE. v. 9:18b 
3. COVENANT ACTION. v. 9:19
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SEVEN TRUTHS AND THREE STEPS
1.  He is a great God. 
2.  He is an awesome God to be feared.
3.  He keeps His covenants with steadfast lovingkindness to those 

loving Him.
4.  He is a righteous God.
5.  He is a God of judgment.
6.  He is a God of mercy and forgiveness.
7.  He is a God who acts.
Daniel’s prayer also manifests three steps to receiving the 
blessing of God: 
1.  Prayer and confession of sin.
2.  Turning from iniquity.
3.  Understanding and obeying truth.
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THE POWER OF CONFESSION IN PRAYER 
Notice how confession of sin is first, followed with honoring of God’s Holy name. 
 With the exception of Christ, Joseph and Daniel are the most spotless (purest) 

characters of the Bible. Yet, Daniel identifies himself with the sin of his 
people. 

 Consider the 6 verbs that Daniel employed to describe their woeful condition. 
 Hear me well, you have no biblical reason to expect God’s grace without 

confession and repentance . . . NONE!
 Sin, disobedience, and rebellion come at a heavy price!
 Daniel believed in God’s sovereignty, yet he also understood the responsibility 

of man’s free will.
 May we pray without delay for God to do what He wants in our lives; and may 

we never settle for compromise that can only lead to bondage and captivity.
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