


DANIEL’S PRAYER – PART 2
DANIEL 9:15-25

1. FIRST WE HAVE THE CONTENT OF DANIEL’S PRAYER IN VIEW
 Turn Your anger and wrath away from Jerusalem and Your Holy Hill. 
 Hear my prayers, hear my petitions. 
 Look with favor on Your sanctuary. 
 Incline Your ear to hear, open Your eyes. 
 See the desolations of the city that bears Your name. 
 Forgive our sins. 
 Listen and act, do not delay. 

 Take note: Daniel is asking God, not telling God!
 It is Your sanctuary; Your nation, state and city; Your people; Your name 

that is at stake—God! (Just like Moses in Ex. 32:11-14)
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2. THE POWER OF DANIEL’S PRAYER v. 20-23
Look at the focus here in this prayer (v. 20) . . .
 Me/Us/We have sinned, not just Lord, “they” have sinned. I have sinned;

Daniel takes personal responsibility for his part.
Does God answer this kind of prayer? 

Absolutely. God does answer these prayers, and yours and mine, too!! 
 Just as we saw last week in 2 Chronicles 7:14, now look at the answer in 

verses 15-18.
 Look at what the half-brother of Jesus wrote. James 5:16
 The moment we pray, the Spirit intercedes for us in accordance with God’s 

will. Romans 8:26-28
 God will one day fully make His answer felt for the whole world—especially 

His chosen people, the nation Israel.
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3. THE ANSWER TO DANIEL’S PRAYER:
SEVENTY SEVENS DANIEL 9:24

These seven prophetic predictions have to do with Israel and the events that 
will take place in its holy city, Jerusalem. 
 In a symbolic way, this is also what we have received by grace through our 

salvation in Christ, but that is not the focus here.
1. Seventy sevens are decreed for Your people and Your holy city 
2. To finish transgression 
3. To put an end to sin 
4. To atone for wickedness 
5. To bring in everlasting righteousness 
6. To seal up the vision and prophecy 
7. To anoint the most holy 

Notice: The Church is not the focal point of this prophecy; this is about Israel.



A VIEW OF ISRAEL’S FUTURE
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Each awaits fulfillment when Israel enters the New Covenant. Deut. 30:6-10; 
Isaiah 59:20-21; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:24-38
This time is just prior to Christ’s second coming. Zechariah 12:1-13:6

SO HOW LONG IS THE DECREED SEVENTY SEVENS?
The latter Hebrew expression indicates a unit of sevens (days, weeks or 
years), a “heptad,” just as we would use the word “dozen” to designate a 
collection of twelve things. 
 Liberal theologians attempt to make the seventy sevens either seventy 

days or 490 days. 
 Amillennialists symbolize the seventy sevens as indefinite periods. 
 The answer is to be found in the Bible as the OT employs “sevens” for 

days, years and weeks of years. So, which is it?



A CLEAR VIEW OF THE SEVENS
1.  A week of days—from one Sabbath to another. Exodus 20:8-11
2.  A week of years—from one sabbatical year to another. Leviticus 25:3-7
3.  A week of seven times seven years, or forty-nine years—from one 

Jubilee to another. Leviticus 25:8-18
Here in Daniel, the Jews had been removed from the land in order that it 
might rest for seventy years, since the sabbatical year had been violated for 
490 years, or exactly seventy sevens. 
 A week of years was just as familiar to the Jew as the week of days. 
 The seventy sevens cannot be understood as days or weeks in light of the 

events predicted, such as the persecution of God’s people at the hands of 
the Coming Prince here in Daniel 7, also Rev. 12 and 13.

 Therefore, the phrase must speak of years, not days or weeks.
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4. THE COMING OF TWO PRINCES v. 25-27
 Once the period of seventy sevens had been introduced, Gabriel spoke of 

the two key persons of the future and their positioning in the seventy 
sevens: the Antichrist and the Messiah.

 Here we find the most significant title attached to the name of Jesus: 
mashiyach, “Messiah,” literally “the Anointed One.” 

 When Pilate had the placard placed on the cross, he got it right for there 
hung the King—the Prince of Peace. 

 Above His head they placed the written charge against Him: THIS IS JESUS, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Matthew 27:37

 The Anointed One’s peace rules in the believer’s heart during this present 
age and will also be found by national Israel in the age to come. 

Next week we will unwrap the 70 sevens!
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