


The 70 Weeks of 
Daniel

Key to understanding Bible Prophecy



DECODING DANIEL’S 70th WEEK 
DANIEL 9:24-27

Around the turn of the twentieth century, Sir Robert Anderson of Scotland 
Yard, in the book The Coming Prince, decoded Daniel’s “seventy sevens.” 
In a chronological history of Judah, Anderson observed three eras of seventy 
weeks. 
He dated Israel’s entrance into Canaan as 1585 B.C., the kingdom established 
under Saul as 1096 B.C., Judah’s servitude to Babylon as 606 B.C., and the 
Mystic Era beginning with the restoration of Jerusalem as 445 B.C. 
 490 years from Canaan to Kingdom
 490 years from the Kingdom to Servitude 
 490 years of the Mystical Era of Daniel’s seventy weeks 

Despite some of his dubious conclusions, his calculation from the restoration 
of Jerusalem to the Messiah being cut off is extremely helpful.
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WHY SHOULD WE CARE ABOUT THIS?
Gabriel’s prediction is of these seventy weeks that begin in 444 B.C., and the 
exact time that the Anointed One (Messiah) would be cut off—His rejection 
by Israel and crucifixion on the cross. 
 Consequently, Christ would not acquire the messianic kingdom envisioned 

in the OT during His first advent; so this final week is still coming.
 The seventy sevens are “weeks” (weeks of years or seven-year periods), 

totaling 490 years of prophetic time for the Jews. 
Gabriel divided this time into three specific parts: 

1.  Seven sevens (7 x 7 = 49 years)
2.  Sixty-two sevens (62 x 7 = 434 years) 
3.  One seven (7 years)
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DATES WE KNOW
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It took 49 years to rebuild Jerusalem, which occurred in troublesome times 
according to the book of Nehemiah. 
 Then 434 years later, the Messiah, the Ruler, was cut off. The total is 483 

years; using a solar year to calculate when the Messiah would be cut off, 
one arrives at A.D. 38. By all reckoning, Christ died 5 years before A.D. 38. 

Thus, there must be a different way of making this calculation. 
 Verse 25 predicts that the event, which triggers the 490 years, would be a 

decree permitting the Jews to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. History tells 
us there were four different decrees relating to Jerusalem. 

 Cyrus (Ezra 1:2-4), Darius (Ezra 6:3-12), and Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:12-26)
issued decrees concerning the rebuilding of the Temple (Ezra 1, 6, 7); and 
Artaxerxes decreed that Nehemiah could return to rebuild the walls 
(Nehemiah 2:8, 13-15).



Gabriel’s indicator as to which decree is the starting point for counting the 483 
years is that “it will be rebuilt . . . in times of trouble.”
Chapters 3-6 of Nehemiah are about the rebuilding of the walls and Jerusalem 
in “times of trouble.”
 The date of Artaxerxes’ decree to rebuild Jerusalem is given in the biblical 

record as “in the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,”
which is March/April of 444 B.C. Nehemiah 2:1 

 Christ’s death occurred on Friday, Nisan 14 in A.D. 33 (Friday, April 3, A.D. 
33, on the Gregorian calendar). 

 The common Jewish practice was to reckon from the first day of the month. 
 Nisan 1 was March 5, 444 B.C., and from this date to Monday, March 30, 

A.D. 33 (the day of the Triumphal Entry on Nisan 10, A.D. 33, the day the 
Passover lambs were selected) is 173,880 days.
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AGAIN, WHY DOES THIS MATTER? 
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I believe Artaxerxes’ decree to rebuild Jerusalem triggers the counting of the 
483 years, which ends on the date of the Triumphal Entry, March 30, A.D. 33. 
Because on this day, the outcomes of Christ’s first coming and of the nation 
were fixed, just as Gabriel predicted. 
As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, 
“If you, even you, had only known on this day.” Luke 19:41-44
Jesus expected the Jews to know the day of His bringing peace, for it was 
predicted to the very day in the prophecy of Daniel’s seventy sevens. 

The Jews’ failure to study and believe prophecy was tragic! 
Jesus was declared Israel’s King on the day of the triumphal entry as the 
crowds shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!” John 12:13



THE REST OF THE PUZZLE
The Anointed One would be cut off—the cross.
 Verse 26 reads, “After the sixty-two “sevens,” the Anointed One will be cut off 

and will have nothing.”
 The Hebrew karath, translated “cut off,” usually denotes a violent kind of 

death or separation. Genesis 9:11; Psalm 37:9; Proverbs 2:23
 The Antichrist will rise, first in peace and then in destruction. Daniel 7, 8, 11
 Jerusalem will be trampled under the feet of the Gentiles. Luke 21:24
 When Israel crucified the Messiah, the “prophetic clock” stopped ticking; 

God placed a comma in the redemptive history of the world called the Age of 
Grace. The missing 7th seven, the Tribulation, is still future.

 In the middle of his covenant with Israel, the Antichrist breaks his peace 
treaty—the Abomination of Desolation.
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The Jews actually possessed God’s prophetic calendar but did not use it! 
 They should have recognized the day and time of His coming. How tragic 

also for those who miss His coming the second time. 
 Christ’s parable of the ten virgins is about those prepared and unprepared 

for His second coming. Matt. 25:1-13
Israel rejected the Messiah Prince and He was cut off with nothing, but Israel 
will receive the coming prince of the Revived Roman Empire and that spells 

“trouble” with a capital “T”. . . for Tribulation.
Before that day comes, the Lord will rapture His Church home to Heaven.

THE CLOCK COULD START TICKING AGAIN TONIGHT . . . ARE YOU READY?!
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PROPHETIC APPLICATION OF DANIEL


