


THE BRANCH OF THE LORD
ISAIAH 4

Yes, this is a chapter with just 6 verses—but they are 6 impactful verses!
 Often, people confuse the phrase, “in that day,” with the Day of the Lord . . . 

they are not the same; “in that day” refers to the Millennial Reign.
 Paul refers to the beginning of this time after the Tribulation in Rom. 11:26—a 

time when “all Israel will be saved.”
 Do you remember who He was to Israel in Exodus 13:21?
 Now Isaiah looks on past the “Day of the Lord”/the Tribulation in Chapter 3 to 

the time of the earthly reign of the Messiah in that day/the Millennial Reign.
 Messiah is actually called the branch of David and Jehovah’s servant, the 

Branch, in Zechariah 3 and 6.
 Remember the glorious future spoken of in Isaiah 2:4.
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THE BRANCH REVEALED
This passage contains beautiful word pictures of what will take place during 
the Messianic era. 
 The time of the Branch, both 2:2 and 4:1.
 This message is delivered during dark and foreboding, turbulent political 

times. 
 Against this backdrop, God gave Isaiah a message of hope and 

encouragement. 
 It takes place “in the last days” (2:2), the last part of the future into which 

the prophetic vision penetrates. 
 In prophetic language, it is the “Day of the LORD—the Tribulation.”
 It is a day beginning with the judgment of sin (2:5-4:1), but it is also a day 

when God acts in salvation for the Jewish people.
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THE PERSON OF THE BRANCH
 The Jerusalem Targum (Hebrew rabbinic translation and interpretation, 

or commentary) on this passage says the Heb. tsemach—the Branch—is 
Messiah.

 Israel is not the Branch, but that which comes from her is. This tsemach 
is the Messiah—who is Jewish from the line of David, born in Bethlehem 
just as Micah 5:1-5 says—and is also the greatest branch that God has 
brought forth. 

 The Jews were looking for the promised Branch out of the Davidic line, 
that is why those genealogies in Matthew and Luke are so important; 
they must be able to be at least traced all the way back to King David to 
fulfill these prophecies in Jer. 23:5, Zech.3:8 and Isa. 11:1.
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THE BEAUTY OF THE BRANCH
 The Branch is the essence of the divine glory.
 The prophet Jeremiah also announced the righteousness of the Branch. 

Jer. 23:5
 Salvation comes through the Branch alone. 
 The Branch of Yahweh will be a very fruitful branch. 
 The Branch will make Jerusalem holy again. v. 3, 4 
 This holy remnant which is the fruit of the Branch includes “everyone who 

is recorded for life in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 4:3), a type of N.T. Book of Life.
 The Branch is able to completely cleanse. 
 The Branch is also the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
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THE BRANCH GUIDES AND PROTECTS 
HIS PEOPLE v. 5-6

 This is a beautiful picture of the days of the Exodus and Israel’s wandering 
in the wilderness when they were being guided by the pillar of fire and the 
cloud. Exodus 13:21, 14:19-24, 33:9-10, 40-34

 The cloud and the fire were to be a reminder of the presence of God with 
His people. 

 God came near and was there to guide and protect His people. 
 Isaiah tells us on that day it won’t be just the Temple itself that is filled with 

holy smoke, but the whole Mount Zion would become a holy of holies!
 The future glory of Israel is to be found in the LORD God Himself. The cloud 

is “over her assemblies,” her tabernacle or dwelling place. v. 5
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ALL ISRAEL WILL DWELL WITH THE BRANCH
Israel’s Tabernacle will finally be Christ’s body. John 1:14: “the Word… 
tabernacled [Greek for ‘dwelt’] among us.” John 2:21; Hebrews 8:2 
 It is a “shadow from the heat” and “refuge from the storm” of divine wrath 

against man’s sins. Isaiah 25:4
 Shade is also the same word for “defense” and is also the Hebrew for 

“covering” in v. 6. The Ark of Noah, as well, the lid of the ark of the 
covenant (or mercy seat) come from the same Hebrew word, CAPHAR. 

 Isaiah pictures in v. 6 the “shelter,” sukkah-Succoth, or literally, a booth or 
tabernacle over Zion. Pictured in the Feast of Tabernacles, Israel will finally 
dwell in grace under the glorious Branch.

How glorious is “The Branch” . . . The Tsemach/Our Savior . . .
The Messiah of the Jews . . . Jesus the Christ!
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