


THE WORTHLESS VINEYARD
ISAIAH 5

Isaiah’s indictment on the sin of Israel and also, by default, the sin of any 
nation that turns from God!
FIRST, THE VALUE OF THE VINEYARD:
 Vineyards are costly and difficult to plant, maintain, and protect.
 In Israel, the fruit is so valuable that they actually live in the vineyard; 

nothing is too big an investment to bring in the crop.
ISRAEL IS THE VINEYARD
 In other words, in verses 1-3 God said, What more could I have done for 

the people?
 God says, I did everything for you and look what you produced!

Both for Israel and all believers.
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GOD WANTS FRUIT NOT 
LEAVES AND BRANCHES

 Jesus illuminates this thought in John 15:1-8.
 God is busy lifting up dirty branches and giving them a cleaning, why?
• So that I might bring forth more fruit for God, to make me fruitful 

for Him.
What is God interested in my life or your life? Fruit. 
 What was He interested in for the nation of Israel? That they would 

bring forth fruit. 
 Why did He do so much for them? So they would bring forth fruit. 
 Why is God doing so much for us here in America? That we would 

bring forth fruit unto Him. “And in this is my Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit.” John 15:8
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WHAT KIND OF FRUIT IS GOD 
LOOKING FOR?

God wants love fruit. It’s significant that Paul tells us in Galatians, “Now the 
fruit of the Spirit is love.” Galatians 5:22
 If we love, we will love one another as we love ourselves. 
 If we love, we’re not going to be taking advantage of each other. 
 If we love, we’re not going to be oppressing each other but we’re going 

to be helping one another.
 If we love, we’re going to be lifting up the one that has fallen. 
 If we love, we’re going to be giving aid to those that are down. 
 If we love, we’re going to be concerned with the needs of others.

LOVE IS THE MAIN FRUIT!
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WOE IF YOU DON’T PRODUCE 
FRUIT! v. 8-25

Now God pronounces six woes upon Israel; these are a sign 
your branch is about to get chopped:
 Covetousness, Greed and Materialism. v. 8-10
 Drunkenness and a Party Lifestyle. V. 11-17
 Carelessness regarding Holiness. V. 18-19
 Believing and Promoting Deception and Lies. V. 20
 Pride and Arrogance. V. 21
 Political Nefariousness and Injustice. V. 22-25
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS: GOOD FRUIT OR 
WORTHLESSNESS AND WOE

THIS PASSAGE WILL HAVE ONE OF TWO EFFECTS UPON YOU, 
AND IT ALL DEPENDS ON WHAT AND WHO YOU ARE:

Saved or Unsaved, Righteous or Unrighteous;
Faithful and Fruitful, or Fruitless and Faithless

You think it’s bad now, it’s going to get worse for the fruitless and faithless.
 But for the fruitful and faithful, we have a blessed hope of the glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who is going to take 
the Church home and give us new bodies just like His own.

 As we get to chapter 26, we find the glorious promise of the Rapture as 
the Lord takes away His people and hides them while the time of His 
indignation and wrath is poured out upon the earth.
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