


GOD WITH US
ISAIAH 7

Remember, the prophets wrote as they were inspired of the Holy Spirit, but 
likely did not fully understand everything that they were writing about.
 Much of biblical prophecy has a two-fold interpretation or duality of 

fulfillment. 
 So the Assyrians and Babylonians were involved in the short-term 

fulfillment of many of these prophecies.
 Theologically, we call this duality the immediate/future—near and the far, 

or present and predictive—fulfillment.
The prophets wrote as they were inspired of the Holy Spirit not simply from 
their experience on this earth. Deut. 18:18-22 
“For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 

they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:21
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THE SETTING AND PLAYERS v. 1
Talk about political intrigue and a real multinational mess needing God’s 
intervention!
 The evil king of Judah (735-715 B.C.), AHAZ, whose name means “he has 

grabbed it,” was the son and successor of Jotham, and the father of the 
great and good king Hezekiah.

 Good king, JOTHAM, meaning “Yahweh has shown Himself to be perfect”
(Judges 9:5), the youngest of Gideon’s seventy sons. 

 REZIN, king of Syria about 735 B.C. during the reigns of Pekah in Israel and 
Ahaz in Judah. Rezin died in 732 B.C. when Damascus fell to the Assyrians.

 PEKAH, meaning “open-wide-eyed,” officer in Israel’s army who became 
king in a bloody coup by murdering King Pekahiah. 2 Kings 15:25 

 Son of REMALIAH, meaning “may Yahweh be exalted,” father of Pekah who 
murdered King Pekahiah of Israel and took over. 2 Kings 15:25
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A PROMISE TO EVIL KING AHAZ V. 1-9
First son of the prophet Isaiah, born probably around 737 B.C. near the 
beginning of his father’s ministry in Jerusalem. 
 Isaiah apparently named him (and his brother, Maher-shalal-hashbaz) as an 

embodiment of prophecy that Judah would fall, but a remnant would 
survive. 

 On this occasion, Shearjashub accompanied his father on a trip to assure 
King Ahaz that the alliance of Syria and Israel would not be allowed to harm 
Judah. v. 3-7

 How would Ahaz find this inner peace? By believing God’s promise that 
Judah’s enemies would be defeated. v. 9

 Faith in God and His promises is the only way to find peace in the midst of 
trouble. Isaiah 26:3; Phil 4:7
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A SIGN TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID V. 10-16
Ahaz, ask anything you want, make it tough!
The ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy is in our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
“God with us.” Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:31-35
 The virgin birth of Christ is a key biblical doctrine; for if Jesus Christ is not 

God come in sinless human flesh, then we have no Savior.
 Jesus had to be born of a virgin apart from human reproduction, in this way 

He existed before His mother. 
 He was not just born in this world. 
 He came down from heaven into this world. John 3:13, 6:33-58
 Isaiah delivered this prophecy in 734 B.C. In 732 B.C., Assyria defeated Syria; 

and in 722 B.C., Assyria invaded the Northern Kingdom fulfilling the timing 
of this perfectly. The present part of prophecy was fulfilled.

5



THE WARNING TO ISRAEL BOTH PRESENT 
AND FUTURE v. 17-25

In Isaiah’s day, instead of trusting the Lord, Ahaz continued to trust Assyria for 
help; and Isaiah warned him that Assyria would become Judah’s enemy. 
 The Assyrians would invade Judah and so ravage the land that agriculture 

would cease, and the people would have only dairy products to eat. 
v. 15, 21-23.

 The rich farmland would become wasteland, and the people would be 
forced to hunt wild beasts in order to get food. 

 It would be a time of great humiliation (v. 20; 2 Sam. 10:4-5) and suffering 
that could have been avoided had the leaders trusted in the Lord

 Notice again the phrase, “In that Day” . . . the time of Jacob’s trouble again 
comes into view.
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WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE FULFILLMENT?
What does God have to say in a time of crisis—both then and now? The LORD 
God is Sovereign. v. 3-9
 When God proposes a sign, it is not a test. It is an opportunity and privilege 

to obey; and when we obey, we experience God. 
 Since Ahaz refused to ask for a sign, God went ahead and gave him one—it 

was God-sized. Israel has still not seen the signs of the times!
 It was not a cheap, Mickey Mouse sign. 

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” v. 14

 Huh? What did He say? An “Almah” virgin-born son named GOD WITH US.
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THE MIRACLE: JESUS IS IMMANUEL!
If you have a problem with the “virgin” conceiving and bearing a child, that is 
nothing in comparison to the thought of Immanuel/God with us in the flesh. 
 All of Christianity rests upon the foundation of this prophecy in Isaiah 7.
 That sign was fulfilled in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Luke 1:31-33
 The deity and preexistence of Christ demanded this miraculous conception 

and virgin birth of Jesus Christ. 
 The answer for everything and everyone on earth is the person of Jesus 

Christ/Immanuel/God with us!
 Immanuel was also named after His father. The original full Hebrew form is 

Jehoshua, meaning “Yahweh our salvation,” “Yahweh saves.”
 To see and know Jesus is a glimpse of our Heavenly Father! (John 1:1-20; 

Col. 2:9-11). Is He your Immanuel?
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