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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 8
LUKE 4:1-13

The Lord returned from His baptism and His anointing filled with the 
Spirit to carry out the demands of His physical battle here on earth. 
 If this was Jesus’ experience, we need to watch out; when there 

has been a great work, you can count on a great test!
 Immediately, Jesus was “led by the Spirit into the wilderness.”
 The traditional setting is the mountainous, barren, uninhabited 

region due east of the Jordan, where Jesus was baptized, heading 
west toward Jerusalem.

 It’s not far from the West Bank, Palestinian capital city of Jericho 
on a precipitous limestone peak named Quarantania.
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A SETTING FOR TEMPTATION
Check it out: The Lord’s physical surroundings were depressing, 
dead and dry. Perhaps you, too, feel the weight of life in your 
surroundings. Is your spiritual life feeling dead and dry?
 The FIRST TEMPTATION was about the Will of God—the 

attack on flesh. v. 3-4
 The SECOND TEMPTATION was about the Worship of God—

the attack on spirit. v. 5-8
 The THIRD TEMPTATION was about the Word of God—the 

attack on the mind. v. 9-12
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THERE ARE NO “SHORTCUTS”
If the perfect Son of God had to hang on a tree before He could sit on the 
throne, then we should not expect it any easier. Luke 9:22-26; Acts 24:22 
Satan attacked the three basic virtues of the Christian life:

 Faith
 Hope 
 Love 

Satan attacked the three component parts of every human being:
 The Body
 The Spirit
 The Mind

Satan is going to attack you as well; be ready with the Word, Prayer and 
the Power of the Holy Spirit, use what Jesus used!
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HOW TO FIGHT TEMPTATION JESUS STYLE
Jesus balanced Scripture with Scripture to get

the total expression of God’s will. 
 Isolating verses from their context or passages from the full 

revelation of Scripture, you can prove almost anything from the Bible. 
The Lord Jesus in this passage “had His Bible ready.” 
 He replied, “It is said, you shall not tempt the Lord your God.”
 So Satan’s three attempts were all defeated by the Lord’s knowledge 

of the Bible—the Word—in context, properly interpreted, and 
correctly applied. 

 If we are going to fight the fight of faith, use the right weapons!
The Word of God empowered by the Spirit of God upholds 

our weak flesh to fight on to final victory.
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