


THE MAN IS COMING
DANIEL 10:1-13

In the remainder of Daniel, chapters 10-12, we will find a single detailed 
vision of the Last Days. 
 Daniel is invigorated in chapter ten; he receives the vision’s predictions in 

chapter eleven; and responds to them in chapter twelve.
 Israel would get little pleasure from its new freedom under the Persian 

rulers. 
 Jerusalem and the Temple would be rebuilt in troublesome times—just as 

Nehemiah would record in chapter 2 of his book—and it would take 49 
years, or the first seven “sevens.”

 From Israel’s perspective, there is more bad news: “the Greeks are coming!” 
The Babylonians are gone, the Medes are heading out, and the Greeks and 
Romans are on their way.
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The Greek “Gates of Hades” and the “Temple of Pan” at Caesarea Philippi



DANIEL’S PREPARATION TO RECEIVE 
THE VISION v. 1-3

 Daniel—“God is Judge”—would have been an unpopular name among the 
Babylonians, Medes and Persians—really unpopular. It is best not to kick a 
snarling dog, especially when you are in its house as Daniel was.

 Even to this day, people only want to hear about the love and grace of God, 
and never about His wrath, justice and judgment. 

 Appropriately, the book of Daniel embodies both aspects of God’s 
righteousness—love and wrath; read Romans 1:18-25.

 It appears that the revelation came first, followed by three weeks of fasting 
by Daniel, and then the understanding of its message was given in a vision. 

 Daniel’s fasting was a result of mourning or lamenting; the revelation had 
been dreadful and grievous—a battle in his mind!
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THE APPEARANCE OF THE MAN v. 4-6
Daniel first sets the time and place of the vision of this man; it occurred on the 
twenty-fourth day of the first month (April 4, 536 B.C.), on the bank of the 
great river, the Tigris. 
 This date falls three days after the completion of Passover and the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, which were interestingly the celebration of Israel’s 
deliverance from Egypt. 

 Daniel’s fast took place at a time set aside for the celebration of Israel’s 
redemption, and so they will be!

 A MAN—THE MAN—APPEARS, but who is HE? The archangel Gabriel? 
Another mighty angel? Neither! 

 It is the pre-incarnate Christ—the Anointed One—who is cut off in the 
previous vision!
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HOW DO WE KNOW WHO THIS IS?
 First, Daniel’s description of the man resembles Ezekiel’s vision of the 

Second Person of the Trinity. Eze. 1:26-28
 Second, Daniel’s description parallels John’s picture of Christ. Rev. 1:13-16
 The man’s clothing, head, hair, eyes, hands, feet, and voice equate to 

Christ. 
 As we would expect from eyewitnesses, the prophet and the apostle 

employ different terms to describe the same person. 
 The man of Daniel’s vision was a Christophany, which is the appearance of 

the pre-incarnate Christ in human form.
And Daniel responded to this man just like Paul (Acts 9), John (Rev. 1) and 

Ezekiel (Eze. 1) . . . they fell on their face!
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DANIEL WAS TOUCHED BY THE MAN
 This vision is more than an idea or image present in the mind, it is a 

concrete or objective reality; for a hand touched the prophet and set him 
trembling on his hands and knees. 

 This invigoration is a wonderful foreshadowing of the NT saint being 
strengthened by Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:8; Philippians 4:13; 1 Thessalonians 
3:13; 1 Timothy 1:12; 2 Timothy 2:1; 1 Peter 4:11, 5:10 

 Daniel was “highly esteemed” in verse 10 in at least two ways: 
1)  He beheld the pre-incarnate Lord; and 
2)  He would be taught the plans of God by the Messiah. 

We might also say that he had just received from his Master a 
“well done, good and faithful servant!”
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THE ADVERSARY OF THE MAN v. 12-13
In chapter nine, Daniel’s prayer was answered before he even finished 
praying; but here, a startling revelation is given by Christ. v. 12-13

“Ah!” the skeptics say, “SEE, I told you the man was not Christ! 
He is not all-powerful, He needs help.”

 How can Jesus Christ, if He is God, be delayed by any resistance for twenty-
one days and require help from the archangel Michael? 

Good question! Let’s answer it with some questions. 
 Christ actually can but yet does not save everybody, some perish?? 
 Was Christ cut off from Israel in His first Coming? 

The answer to these questions is: YES! 
The adversary Satan is at work—and he is very powerful.
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AND THE WINNER IS . . . JESUS
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Behind the scenes are invisible thrones, powers, rulers, and authorities, which 
have not been disarmed. Ephesians 3:10, 6:12; Colossians 1:16, 2:15
 Satan the great counterfeiter has assigned positions of authority, power and 

dominion to fallen angels as God has to the holy angels.
 God has chosen to limit Himself in His interactions with mankind—this is 

most visible at the cross.
 God has foreordained to let evil run its course before He brings about the 

final judgment. 
 In the meantime, God overrules evil for good and limits Himself in this great 

conflict for reasons that are beyond our understanding. Isaiah 55:8-9 
 Satan has been hindering God and His people for millennia.

But in the end, we know “Who’s the Man.” 
The Man Jesus comes out on top. Amen!


