


WATCH YOUR CHOICES
ISAIAH 8

Here in Chapter 8, Isaiah continues in this prediction of the Assyrian invasion: 
Immanuel/God would help them if they made good choices.
 We can force God to take His hand of blessing off us through making bad 

choices, even plug God’s ears. Isaiah 59:2
 Maher-shalal-hash-baz: A warning of judgment both present and future. 

Be careful what you choose.
 Since Isaiah’s sons were signs to the nation as we will see in v. 18, this 

name was significant, which means “quick to plunder, swift to the spoil.”
 This passage spoke of future judgment when Assyria would conquer Syria 

and invade both Ephraim (North) and Judah ( South), and when Babylon 
would take Judah into exile.
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BAD CHOICES AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES
In 732 B.C., about two years after Isaiah’s son was born, both Pekah and Rezin 
were dead (v. 7:1); and Assyria had conquered Syria and begun to invade 
Israel, recorded for us in 2 Kings 15:27-31.
 The Assyrian army under Tiglath-Pilesar was “quick to plunder and swift to 

take the spoil.”
 In the remainder of this chapter, Isaiah used three vivid contrasts to show 

the rulers of Judah the mistake they were making by trusting Assyria instead 
of trusting the Lord . . . making bad choices.

BAD CHOICE #1 
 They chose a flood instead of a peaceful river. v. 5-10
 Instead of trusting the Lord “the waters of Shiloah, that go softly” in v. 6, 

they trusted the great river of humanity in Assyria.
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BAD CHOICE #2
They chose a snare instead of a sanctuary. v. 11-15
 God warned Isaiah not to follow the majority and support the 

popular pro-Assyrian party. 
 God was telling them to dare to be different from the world!

The Humanistic Jewish political leaders were asking: 
 Is it popular?
 Is it safe? 

But the godly prophet was asking: 
 Is it righteous? 
 Is it the will of God?

Peter illustrated this passage when he wrote 1 Peter 3:14-15.
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BAD CHOICE #3
They chose darkness instead of light. v. 16-22
 The nation had rejected Isaiah’s message but that didn’t mean that his 

ministry was a failure. 
 Isaiah and his family were themselves a “living prophecy” that the nation 

could not ignore. 
 Verse 18 is quoted in Hebrews 2:13-14 and applied to the Lord Jesus Christ.
 In their time of crisis, instead of turning to God for wisdom, the people 

consulted demons (Isa. 8:19), which they had been forewarned about 
(Deut. 18:10-12).

 God’s Word is our only dependable light in this world’s darkness. 
Ps. 119:105; 2 Peter 1:19-21
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THE REAL CHOICE 
A Rock of Salvation or a Stumbling Stone, Good Choice or Bad Choice, 
Christ or the world.
Look how this prophecy suddenly gives us a flash of the Messiah. 
 Even as Jesus became a stumbling stone to the Jew, a rock of offense. 

“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with 
Me scatters.” Luke 11:23

 He is the Rock. The question is, which kind? That depends on good 
choices.

 Don’t put your faith in the king of Assyria, put your faith in the LORD 
your God. 

 Look how Isaiah reinforced the thought of salvation and judgment in 
verses 13-15.
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WHO IS THIS ROCK OF SALVATION AND 
STONE OF STUMBLING? 

 The apostle Peter captures this idea and reminds his readers in 1 Peter 
2:6-8.

 There Peter combines two verses from Isaiah, 28:16 and 8:14, with 
Psalm 118:22.

 In his gospel, Dr. Luke quotes a parable Jesus gave on the vine growers 
association. Luke 20:9-18

 In making His application, Jesus asked a question while quoting Psalm 
118:22.

CHRIST IS THE STONE. Is He a stone of offense or a rock of salvation for 
you? The believer will never be ashamed before God because Christ is his 

righteousness. May we make great choices to stand on the Rock!
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